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Figure 10.1 Testing the Outcomes of Different Voting Methods
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It may not shock you to learn that this sort of electoral result, in which someone with far 
less than half the votes wins, has actually happened several times in the United States. This 
was how Al Franken won the Senate seat in Michigan or whichever cold midwestern state 
it was. It might even have been a Canadian province—Manitoba, maybe. Whatever. In the 
Saskatchewan Senate election, a third-party conservative candidate stole a good chunk of 
votes from Al Franken’s Republican opponent, and Al won with only about 42 percent of 
the votes. One of the more interesting U.S. examples is Evan Mecham’s election in 1986 
as governor of Arizona. Mecham won the election with far less than a majority of the votes, 
and the result can only be called a political disaster. Not only did Mecham openly and quite 
seriously discuss alien landing sites in Arizona, which we all know are actually in Wyoming, 
but he used an executive order to eliminate the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday in the state, 
and the politically correct backlash drove the Super Bowl and all of the money associated 
with it to California.

Mecham was quickly kicked out of office, but because of the chaos, insanity, dissat-
isfaction, and controversy that followed his ascent to the governorship, Arizona, like a 
few other states, adopted an alternative method of adding up the votes in an election 
with a large number of candidates to ensure that the voters will not end up with the elec-
tion of someone with a very small percentage of the overall vote. For example, Louisiana 
and Arizona both now require a candidate to receive the majority of all votes cast before 
he or she can be declared the winner of an election. If there are more than two candi-
dates in a race and no candidate wins more than half the votes, the two candidates with 
the highest pluralities—the most votes—must face each other in a winner-take-all runoff 
election.




